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Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL) partnerships provide
businesses with a unique way to connect with their
communities through local athletes. Different industries
can leverage NIL in various ways, from social media
endorsements to in-person events and brand
ambassadorships. This guide breaks down how
different sectors can benefit from NIL, offering insights
into effective strategies, ideal athlete partnerships, and
key performance indicators to track.

Use this guide to discover how NIL marketing can
enhance your brand’s reach, build trust with local
communities, and drive real business results.



Retail & Apparel

How to Utilize NIL Best Types of Athletes to
Partnerships: Partner With:
e Have athletes showcase your e Athletes with a strong local
apparel in social media posts. following and personal style.
e Run discount code o Athletes who naturally wear
promotions with athlete your products in everyday life.
ambassadors.

e Collaborate on co-branded
merchandise (e.g., limited

edition gear featuring an KPls to Track:
athlete’s name/number). o Engagement rate on posts
e Sponsor an athlete’s game- (likes, shares, comments).
day fit. e Sales from athlete discount
codes.
Top Campaign Strategies: e Increase in social media
e Social Media Takeovers: followers and website traffic.

Have an athlete run your
brand’s Instagram for a day.

o Merch Giveaways: Athletes
promote a giveaway of your
products.




Restaurant, Food &
Beverage

How to Utilize NIL Best Types of Athletes to
Partnerships: Partner With:

e Have athletes promote your o Athletes with strong
restaurant, food, or drink community ties who can drive
brand through social media. local foot traffic.

e Create “Athlete Meal” e Athletes who are frequent
specials at local restaurants. and loyal customers.

e Sponsor team meals or post- e Health-conscious athletes for
game recovery drinks. nutrition-focused brands.

e Partner with athletes for in-
person promotional events.

Top Campaign Strategies: KPls to Track:

e Athlete-Created Menu ltems: ¢ In-store traffic increase during
A local athlete’s favorite meal promotions.
named after them. e Social media impressions on

e In-Store Meet & Greet: Bring athlete content.
customers in for athlete- e Redemption of athlete-named
signed merch or special specials or discount codes.
deals.

e Post-Game Recovery
Partnership: Align with
athletes promoting hydration
and nutrition.




Fithess & Health

How to Utilize NIL
Partnerships:

e Sponsor athletes’ training
programs or gym
memberships.

e Have athletes create fithess

content featuring your brand.

e Partner with athletes on
wellness and recovery
products.

e Feature athletes in gym or
fitness brand marketing
materials.

Top Campaign Strategies:

e Training Day Vlogs: Athletes

document their workouts
using your gym or product.

e Recovery Product
Endorsements: Showcase
how your brand helps post-
game recovery.

e Athlete-Led Training
Sessions: Organize
community training camps.

Best Types of Athletes to
Partner With:

o Athletes with strong fithess-
focused audiences.

e Athletes who use and benefit
from your products/services.

KPIs to Track:

¢ Increased gym memberships
or class sign-ups.

e Engagement on training
content posts.

e Product sales from athlete-

led promotions.




Local & Community-Based
Businesses

How to Utilize NIL Best Types of Athletes to
Partnerships: Partner With:
e Use athletes to endorse your e Athletes with strong local
business on social media. recognition and community
e Feature athletes in print or influence.
digital ads promoting local e Athletes who already support
services. local businesses.

e Sponsor athlete appearances

at store openings or

community events. KPIs to Track:
o Offer athlete-specific

discount codes to drive e Increase in local sales or foot

traffic traffic.
e Brand awareness growth on
Top Campaign Strategies: social media.

e Athlete-led discount code
e Athlete Ambassador

Programs: Have athletes
regularly promote your
business.

e Event Sponsorships: Athletes
appear at local fairs, business
openings, etc.

e Social Media Takeovers: An
athlete promotes your
business for a day.

redemptions.




Nonprofits & Community
Organizations

How to Utilize NIL Best Types of Athletes to
Partnerships: Partner With:
e Collaborate with athletes for e Athletes passionate about
community service initiatives. social causes.
e Have athletes endorse e Team captains or role models
fundraising campaigns. with strong leadership
e Feature athletes in awareness qualities.

campaigns (e.g., anti-bullying,
safe driving).
e Run social impact storytelling
campaigns with athlete KPls to Track:

participation. e Community engagement and
participation.

. . e Social media shares and
Top Campaign Strategies:

reach.
o Athlete-Led Charity Events: e Donations or volunteer sign-
Partner with athletes for ups attributed to athlete
fundraising drives. influence.

e Public Service
Announcements: Athletes
promote causes like safe
driving.

o Athlete-Run Camps: Brands
sponsor youth training camps.




Financial Services

How to Utilize NIL Best Types of Athletes to
Partnerships: Partner With:

e Partner with athletes to e High-achieving student-
promote financial literacy athletes preparing for college
programs. and financial independence.

e Have athletes share their o Athletes already vocal or
experiences with saving and interested in personal
investing. finance.

e Feature athletes in youth-
focused banking campaigns.
e Provide NIL-specific financial

advice in collaboration with KPls to Track:
athletes. e New account openings tied to
NIL promotions.
Top Campaign Strategies:  Attendance at financial
e Athlete-Led Financial literacy events.
Workshops: Educate young  Engagement on financial
audiences on money education content.

management.

e Scholarship Promotions:
Sponsor NIL athletes who
highlight student financial aid.

e Athlete Banking
Partnerships: Have athletes
endorse special youth
accounts.




Automotive

How to Utilize NIL
Partnerships:
e Partner with athletes for local

car dealership promotions.
e Sponsor athlete-led safe

driving awareness campaigns.

o Offer athletes vehicles in
exchange for brand
endorsements.

e Have athletes showcase new
car models in social media
posts.

Top Campaign Strategies:

e Test Drive Campaigns:
Athletes document their
experience driving new
models.

e Safe Driving PSA: Promote
road safety with athletes as
spokespersons.

e Event Sponsorships: Athletes
attend dealership events to
draw crowds.

Best Types of Athletes to
Partner With:

o Athletes preparing for college
who need reliable
transportation.

e High-visibility athletes who
can attract local buyers.

KPIs to Track:

e Test drive sign-ups.

e Vehicle sales linked to
athlete promotions.

e Social media reach of
campaign content.




Education & Tutoring
Services

How to Utilize NIL Best Types of Athletes to
Partnerships: Partner With:

e Have athletes endorse e High-achieving student-
tutoring programs or test athletes with strong
prep services. academic credentials.

e Feature athletes in o Athletes with college
promotional materials for recruitment visibility.

academic resources.

e Sponsor athlete appearances
at educational workshops.

e Offer scholarships through KPIs to Track:
athlete-driven awareness

. ¢ |Increased enrollments in
campaigns.

tutoring programs.
Top Campaign Strategies: e Engagement on athlete-led

educational content.

o SAT/ACT Prep Promotions:

Athletes promote test prep
brands.

o Athlete-Led Study Sessions:
Encourage academic
excellence.

e Scholarship Contests: NIL
campaigns tied to
educational sponsorships.

o Attendance at athlete-
sponsored academic events.




Ready to Get Started?

 Identify which strategies align best with
your industry and goals.

e Find local or regional athletes who fit your
brand’s values and audience.

e Develop a campaign that authentically
integrates your brand into the athlete’s
personal brand and story.

e Track performance metrics and refine
your approach for long-term success.

For more guidance on launching a successful NIL
campaign, reach out to Jrzy Elite for customized
NIL strategies and athlete partnerships!
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