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Marketing has changed. Traditional advertising is
no longer enough to reach today’s consumers,
especially younger demographics. Brands now
rely on influencers and ambassadors to engage
their audience in a more authentic and relatable
way.

Two of the most effective modern marketing
approaches are influencer marketing and
Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL) partnerships.
While they may seem similar, they have distinct
differences that can impact your marketing
success.

So, which is right for your business? Let’s break
it down.
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What is Influencer Marketing?

Influencer marketing is the practice of partnering with social
media personalities who have built large followings to promote
your brand. These influencers range from micro-influencers (10K–
50K followers) to celebrities with millions of followers.

Pros Cons

Broad Reach High Costs

Content
Expertise

Declining
Engagement

Industry-Specific
Influence

Authenticity
Concerns

Established
Market
Presence

Less Community
Connection



03

What is NIL Marketing?
NIL (Name, Image, and Likeness) marketing allows businesses to
partner with high school and college athletes to promote their
brand. Unlike traditional influencers, NIL athletes are real people
within their local communities who have strong personal
connections with their audiences.

Hyper-Local
Influence

Less Content
Experience

Higher
Engagement
Rates

Limited
Audience

More Affordable New & Involving
Space

Long-Term
Brand Loyalty

Pros Cons



Influencer NIL

Audience Size
Larger, but less

targeted
Smaller, but more

engaged

Engagement Rate 1 - 3% 5.5%+

Cost High More Affordable

Authenticity Can feel scripted
Feels natural and

more trusted

Best for
National/global

brands
Local & community-
focused businesses
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Side-by-Side Comparison
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If you want broad exposure and have a large budget 
→ Go with influencer marketing.

The best option depends on your goals:

Which is Right for Your
Business?

If you want authentic engagement, local reach, and
strong community impact 
→ Choose NIL marketing.

If you want to build long-term relationships with
emerging talent 
→ NIL partnerships provide an opportunity to work
with young athletes before they grow into national
stars.
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How to Get Started

Ready to see what NIL marketing can do for your
brand? Jrzy Elite specializes in connecting businesses
with the right high school student-athletes to create
authentic and impactful marketing campaigns.

Contact us today to explore how NIL can
elevate your brand’s visibility and engagement!
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